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God saved you by 

his grace when 

you believed. And 

you can't take 

credit for this; it is 

a gift from God. 

                         Not “do” but “done”! 
                           You are not under law but under grace 

 

Introduction 

When we are born again it’s because of the Spirit moving and by God’s 

grace. He chooses us, and puts a desire in us to believe. It’s all His 

doing and we only respond because He chose us to do so. This is made 

clear by many scriptures such as: 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 

hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 

comes from or where it is going. So it is 

with everyone born of the Spirit. John 3:8 

And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved. Acts 2:47 

God saved you by his grace when you 

believed. And you can't take credit for this; 

it is a gift from God. Eph 2:8 

 

We are transformed, metamorphosed by the working of His supernatural 

DNA which he has now sown in us. The old self seeking caterpillar only 

interested in self-gratification has become a graceful butterfly with the 

purpose of glorifying God in its beauty, demonstrating graceful flight and 

reproducing. The caterpillar with no reproductive organs was unable to 

reproduce. The new DNA has given it the ability to bear fruit a hundred 

times. 

 

Once we have passed from death to life, we are under a new law: 

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 

law of sin and death. Rom 8:2 

 

However, once we are born again, we also become a target for the 

enemy who tries to resurrect the law of sin and death, deny the power of 

the Spirit and put us back into a state of bondage to our sins and 

passions. He feeds into the Church the lie of traditions that must be kept, 
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Give thanks for 

everything to God 

the Father in the 

name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

ways of operating that must be adhered to and do’s and don’ts that have 

nothing to do with the New Testament of Jesus Christ but have passed 

away along with all the Old Testament laws that are not retained in the 

New.  

 

We are now under a covenant of grace. God has planted His law in our 

hearts. “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after 

that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write 

it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people” Jer 

31:33 

 

We are not under law but under grace. 

“Sin shall no longer be your master, 

because you are not under the law, but 

under grace.” Rom 6:14 

“But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 

not under the law.” Gal 5:18 

 

How to avoid living under the law: 

The simplest way of living by grace and not by law is to “present our 

bodies as a living sacrifice, which is our daily service”. This clears the 

channel for the Holy Spirit to work through us. He has already prepared 

things for us to do each day:  

“For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Eph 2:10 

 

Learning to let God work through us: 

“Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be 

filled with the Holy Spirit, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 

among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts. And 

give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  

Eph 5:18-20 

At the beginning of the day, give thanks, commit yourself to the Lord and 



Not “do” but “done” 

These notes accompany an online message given on 12th April 2015. Please see riversoflife.org.uk 

God made you 

alive with Christ, 

for he forgave all 

our sins. 

to be a servant to all you meet, submitting yourself to them and regarding 

them as superior to you. Jesus came to serve, not to be served. With this 

mind-set you will find a joy, passion and fulfilment. 

 

 

Not do but done! 

Unfortunately the Church has an enemy, a spirit being called Satan or 

the Devil. This may sound an old fashioned notion, but that is precisely 

because He is the deceiver and wants to be thought of as a mythological 

character rather than a genuine force for evil active in the world today. 

He is the spirit of antichrist, active in the persecution of the Church 

worldwide and the systematic destruction of our society. However, Jesus 

defeated Him and all His minions on the cross: 

You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was 

not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all 

our sins. He cancelled the record of the charges against us and took it 

away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the spiritual 

powers and authorities. He made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them 

by the cross. Col 2:13-15 

 

Perhaps the enemy’s main tactic is to try 

to get us to keep all kinds of laws. He tries 

to make us believe all sorts of lies, such 

as making us think that it shows we’re OK inside us if we 

- go to church at least once a week 

- take the bread and wine when others do 

- join in the singing 

- give a tenth of all we earn 

 

While these and many other things are good to do, they are only 

acceptable as an offering to God if we give our whole hearts to Him, or 

as Jesus quoted: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love 
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I have been 

crucified with 

Christ and I no 

longer live, but 

Christ lives in me 

your neighbour as yourself.'" Luke 10:27 

Nevertheless, even when we know this well, we can easily fall into the 

trap that the Galatians fell into: 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 

you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ 

was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would 

like to learn just one thing from you: Did 

you receive the Spirit by the works of the 

law, or by believing what you heard? Are 

you so foolish? After beginning by means 

of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish 

by means of the flesh? Gal 3:1-3 

The problem is that rather than genuinely “presenting our bodies as a 

living sacrifice” every day, we seek to create a “religion” whereby we can 

do what we like if we keep certain rules.  

 

If we really want to be free, we therefore need to examine our hearts 

daily, crying out to God to be the consuming fire in our hearts, and then 

filling us with His Holy Spirit. 

 

Conclusion: 

Christianity is a life of sacrifice, a daily dying that we might break out 

every day to live the resurrection life. As Paul said  in Galatians 2:19,20: 

“Through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have 

been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 

life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me.” It’s not what I have to DO but what Christ has 

DONE for me, and I now live by faith in Him. Amen. 

 

 

Songs: consuming fire; only by grace. 
 

 

 


